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Mr. BABIN. Mr. Speaker, for months 

Americans have been demanding 
stronger FBI background checks on 
Syrian and Middle Eastern refugees en-
tering the United States, and just yes-
terday an ISIS-affiliated Syrian ref-
ugee was arrested in Houston, Texas. 

Rather than taking action to address 
these national security vulnerabilities, 
President Obama shockingly believes 
that it is more important to increase 
FBI background checks on law-abiding 
American citizens. 

This additional round of unconstitu-
tional executive action is a new low for 
this administration. Their overreach 
on guns and law-abiding Americans 
shows how truly misplaced their prior-
ities are. Sadly, it only confirms what 
we have already come to learn, that 
this is a failed President with a very 
distorted sense of the real world. 

Mr. Speaker, putting the safety and 
security of the American people first 
means ending this administration’s re-
fusal to secure our borders, refusal to 
respect the right of law-abiding Ameri-
cans to exercise their First and Second 
Amendment rights, and refusal to en-
hance background checks on immi-
grants and refugees from the safe ha-
vens of terrorism. 

f 

LAW ENFORCEMENT 
APPRECIATION DAY 

(Mr. REICHERT asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. REICHERT. Mr. Speaker, tomor-
row is National Law Enforcement Ap-
preciation Day. I would like to take 
this time to thank all of the men and 
women who put their lives on the line 
each and every day to keep our com-
munities safe. 

As a former cop of 33 years, I know 
firsthand what it means to leave your 
home and not know if you are coming 
back. My family knows that feeling of: 
Is Deputy Dave going to come home to-
night to his family? 

Well, early in my career, that was a 
big question mark. I found myself in a 
fight for my life at 23 years old, being 
attacked by a man with a butcher 
knife. I came home that night with 45 
stitches in my neck. 

Years later, I lost a good friend and a 
partner who was ambushed, shot, and 
killed in 1982. Two years later, I lost a 
good friend—an academy colleague— 
who was stabbed to death in 1984. 
Sadly, deaths of police officers are oc-
curring across this country each and 
every day. 

I want to take this time to especially 
mention the last two in Washington 
State who have sacrificed their lives 
for the protection of our community: 
Officer Rick Silva of Chehalis Police 
Department and Detective Brent Hang-
er of the Washington State Patrol. 

Mr. Speaker, we should take this 
time, especially tomorrow and in the 
coming weeks, to stop and say thank 
you to our law enforcement officials 

across this country for putting their 
lives on the line each and every day to 
keep our families safe. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF CHARLES 
FRANCIS CLIFFORD, JR. 

(Mr. FORTENBERRY asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. FORTENBERRY. Mr. Speaker, 
today I want to say goodbye to a good 
friend who died this week: Charles 
Francis Clifford, Jr. 

Mr. Chuck was a World War II vet-
eran who served in the Navy for 35 
years, where he attained the rank of 
captain. He spent his professional ca-
reer with State Farm. Along with his 
loving wife, Ann, they raised four chil-
dren together. 

Chuck lived an honorable and dutiful 
life. He served his country faithfully. 
He was devoted to his family and to his 
faith, and he saw his business career as 
an extension of the call to service. He 
was a kind man, always with a smile. 

After Ann died 7 years ago, Chuck 
continued to be an ongoing presence in 
our community, volunteering at our 
church. He received frequent requests 
from the children at St. Joseph’s 
School to tell his story about living 
through the Depression and his service 
during World War II. 

Chuck Clifford was an example of 
manly steadiness and goodness. He was 
my friend, and I will miss him. Well 
done, good and faithful servant. 

f 

REQUEST FOR JOINT MEETING OF 
CONGRESS 

(Mr. ROHRABACHER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Mr. Speaker, 
one of the great honors this body can 
bestow upon a foreign leader is an invi-
tation to address a joint meeting of 
Congress. 

As co-chairman of the Friends of 
Egypt Caucus, TULSI GABBARD and I 
have delivered a letter today to the 
Speaker of the House, PAUL D. RYAN, 
urging him to invite Egyptian Presi-
dent el-Sisi to give such an address. 

General el-Sisi came to power amidst 
chaos and restored order to his coun-
try. He was then democratically elect-
ed as President of Egypt. He is a piv-
otal figure in the Middle East during 
this time of great danger. He is a 
champion of the Egyptian people and a 
friend to the people of the United 
States. 

Most importantly, he is a voice for 
respect and reconciliation between peo-
ple of all faiths. Thus, he is a force for 
peace and stability in a region plagued 
with terrorism and religious persecu-
tion. He and the people of Egypt have 
earned our moral and strategic sup-
port. 

I will include in the RECORD the offi-
cial request that the Friends of Egypt 
Caucus have made to Speaker RYAN to 

invite President el-Sisi to be invited to 
address a joint meeting of Congress. 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Washington, DC, January 8, 2016. 

Hon. PAUL D. RYAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, Wash-

ington, DC. 
DEAR MR. SPEAKER: As co-chairs of the 

Friends for Egypt Caucus we request that 
Egyptian President Abdel Fattah elSisi be 
invited to address a Joint Meeting of Con-
gress during the second session of the 114th 
Congress. 

Egypt under President el-Sisi’s leadership 
is playing a pivotal role in North Africa and 
the Middle East. Egypt is a bulwark against 
a barbaric and fanatic Islamic state and its 
ilk. El Sisi’s courage and commitment to 
peace and stability is a dramatic and posi-
tive force that deserves to be recognized. His 
call for tolerance and respect of people of all 
religions has been a dramatic step towards 
reconciliation and stability in the Middle 
East. His visits to Christian gatherings have 
been historic and worthy of praise by all peo-
ple of good will. 

The United States and Egypt have had a 
long and mutually beneficial relationship. 
We need to bolster relations between our 
people now in this time of crisis and radical 
terrorist attacks in the region and through-
out the world. 

Having President el Sisi address the United 
States Congress would be a message to the 
world of our solidarity with moderate Mus-
lim leaders who share our goal of a more 
peaceful and stable world. His appearance be-
fore a Joint Meeting of Congress will under-
score our gratitude for his leadership in this 
time of turmoil. 

We appreciate your consideration of this 
request. 

Sincerely, 
DANA ROHRABACHER, 

Member of Congress. 
TULSI GABBARD, 

Member of Congress. 

f 

REGULATORY GRIDLOCK 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. JEN-
KINS of West Virginia). Under the 
Speaker’s announced policy of January 
6, 2015, the gentleman from Texas (Mr. 
GOHMERT) is recognized for 60 minutes 
as the designee of the majority leader. 

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
to the gentleman from Nevada (Mr. 
HARDY). 

Mr. HARDY. I thank the gentleman 
from Texas for yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, this is our first week 
back in session after spending the holi-
days in our districts. While we were 
meeting with our constituents and en-
joying the company of loved ones, the 
Federal bureaucracy was firing on all 
cylinders, cranking out thousands of 
pages of regulations. 

Mr. Speaker, I hold in my hand what 
our regulators were doing on Christmas 
Eve. In my other hand I am holding 298 
pages of what our Federal regulators 
were doing on New Year’s Eve. 

This breakneck pace of activity, deep 
within the bowels of our executive 
branch, capped off a record year for the 
Federal Register, the official record of 
the government’s regulatory and other 
actions. 

The grand total for 2015 was 82,035 
pages of regulations. This leaves the 
current administration with an annual 
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